His House
Guatemala
Changing communities one child at a time through Christian education.
When I received a call by pastor Noe saying that "one more
time our school project in Balcones was broken into", I was
not surprised by what I heard, but, when I went to the school I
was in shock by what I saw. I arrived at almost dusk to the
school project, and saw a security window that had been completely cut off one of the window. It was on the ground along
with various shovels, picks, rock bars and hammers that were
once stored inside one of the dome classrooms. It must of
taken the thieves over 30 minutes to cut through the thick
metal bars to steal what was inside. Around the stolen items
Flor and the baby are in
were a group of close to 30 adults, and a few neighborhood
excellent health.
kids waiting for my arrival. I was surprise to see such a group,.
They spoke in turn of how they saw one of the young teens carrying one of our shovels in
Jon and Flor Hutton
Balcones 2, one young man ran the youth down and took the shovel from his hands. He
forced the youngster tell him who was involved in the theft. He then went with other adults to the other kids and a much
larger group of parents took the shovels, picks and tools away from each of the youngsters, then carried them back to the
school project. The parents then waited over one hour, for me to arrive to unlock the doors of the other buildings so Guatemala has eight times they could help move the other tools to
the safe storage building on the other
the crime as New York City. side of the compound. I think of all the
teams that have come, and walked the
dirt and dusty paths in Balcones. I think of
all the times I have prayed and cried for the people of Balcones while planting seeds of honesty, morality, and hope in Balcones. I often wondered if God would water those delicate fragile seeds. I remember God telling me many times "you concern yourself with my business and I will take care of yours". When the money has not been there to pay for a watchman,
God provided his protection in a way that I would of never thought possible. He did something so out of the ordinary in Balcones, He changed one person at a time till the community said this is not right we have to stand up and make a difference.
Thank you for your prayers, teams and donations that you have sent to Balcones. Thank you for making a difference!
A child comes home
By Ben Meland

I recently had the opportunity to spend a week in
Guatemala with Jon and
Flor Hutton of His House
Ministries. I went there not
knowing what to expect. I
had been on other mission
trips in the past, but never
Ben and Edwin exchange more than to Guatemala. I was excitjust hugs and bibles.
ed to see what God had in
store for me and the rest of
the team on this trip. During the week, I met a
young boy named Edwin.
Edwin had large, dark
brown, eyes. His hair was
jet-black and neatly jelled
and spiked his dark complexion was flawless. He
was the type of kid that
showed attitude on the outside, but you knew there
was a
tenderness inBen, finishes the plumbing for the
side.
Immediately,
God
bathrooms and showers at the
began laying this young,
school in Balcones.
10-year old on my heart,

Glimpses of Guatemala
By Jean Gullicks

We set up three stations in
the medical dome. I speak
Spanish so saw my own patients. Jon and Kersten shared
Lucky, as translator at their stations. Jon has sponsored Lucky
through Jon Hutton so that she
can learn English and study to
take her entrance exams. Jon
Photo of Luky helping little
Victor with on a new pair of Hutton chose her because she
shows much determination and
shoes.
promise. She wants to go to
medical school to help her country. Each day the number
of patients that we saw and the size of their families increased significantly. The first
day, three of us saw about 300
patients, the last day two of us
saw about 600 patients. Many of
the patients had similar symptoms: headache, fever, sore
throat, productive cough, stomach ache, diarrhea and body
aches. All were given vitamins
Dalia ( in yellow ) helps
while they lasted and all were
Rick Halvorson translate as
he witnesses to a family in
given Albendazole for treatment
Balcones.

The North Dakota team returned to Guatemala; led by David Korsmo,
and Jon Berg. The mission team consisted of six different areas:
construction, medical, dental, pharmacy, optical, and vacation bible
school.
(Ben Meland continues with his
story)

and I started to wonder,
“Does Edwin know Jesus?” I decided that the
best way to show Christ’s
love was through my actions. The third night in
Guatemala we went to a
church in Balcones. On
Isaac shares Jesus with the children
the walk down the dirt
In Balcones.
road, I saw Edwin sitting
on the hill. I heard him yell, “Ben! Ben!”. When we reached
the church I kept waiting and wondering if Edwin would
come. Finally, out of the corner of my eye, I saw him walk
through the door. With a huge smile on my face, I invited
him to sit by me. As the service ended and I began to head
back to the bus, I saw Edwin standing in the doorway next to
Jon. I couldn’t leave that night not knowing if Edwin knew
Jesus. I told Jon to ask Edwin if He knew Jesus. Jon began
to talk to Edwin in Spanish. The more he talked to him, the
more Edwin’s demeanor began to change. I wanted to stay
and talk, but Jon asked me to leave with the group because
it gets very unsafe at night. So, he handed me his flashlight
and sent me with the rest of the group while he finished talking to Edwin. I left that night wondering what was going to
happen. As I started to fall asleep on the bus ride home,
someone tapped me on the shoulder and handed me their
phone. It was Jon. He said, “Ben, I have tears in my eyes.
Edwin accepted Jesus to be his Lord and Savior.” I answered with a joyful, “Praise God! Praise God!” After that, I
knew I would see Edwin again. We were now brothers in
Christ and we would get to spend Eternity in Heaven someday. I praise God for what he did in Balcones de Palin. He
not only changed my life, but made an eternal difference in
the life of a child as well. Amen!
(Jean Gullicks continues her story)

of parasites. Many mothers wanted to know why there children were so small and not growing fast. In visiting with
them, I learned that none of the children had milk or meat.
They ate beans, rice, tortillas and water. The healthiest chil-

dren that we saw were
the infants and toddlers that were still
being breast fed. I
saw one very ill three
month old infant who
had diarrhea, anemia,
and stuffy nose. She
was the only infant
that I saw who was not
breast fed. She was
given soy formula,
made with the contaminated water that was
available to the mother.
Many of the older people were in pain from
arthritis and swollen
joints. They had severe hip pain and lower back pain. Kersten
administered kenalog
injections to the hips of The construction team pours sidewalks,
one elderly woman
builds a room addition on a families
who could barely walk. house, and paints the classrooms, but,
always has time for fun.
The most unusual
case that we saw was
a six week old infant born with spina bifida occulta. She
was moving her legs which is an excellent sign. Kersten
gave them two sizes of braces for the baby’s feet, one for
now and one to grow into. There is no way of knowing how
the infant’s development will progress. We saw a 12 year
old boy who was born with microcephaly. His skull sutures
were closed at birth, never giving his brain a chance to develop. He is severely retarded, cannot walk or take care of
himself at all. In addition, he had recently started having
unremitting seizures. Unfortunately, all we could do was
encourage his mother to keep him clean and safe. Making
a trip to the National Hospital was impossible for her to do.
We were humbled by the spirit of these people given their
extreme poverty. Our hope and prayer is that the fresh water well that Jon has been working on for years is working
soon. Fresh water will have a far greater impact on these
people than being seen occasionally in a medical clinic.
We all give praise to Our Lord and Savior for giving us the
ability and the means to help alleviate suffering and to bring
prayer to these Guatemalan people.

How you can help the children and families in
Balcones de Palin
Many have asked over the years when will the school in
Balcones be finished, and how much will it cost to finish it?
Over the past ten years the major cost has been the support of the school in San Lucas. What started in the living
room of Wally and Mary Sharps children's home, has
turned into one of the larger schools in San Lucas. Next
year we will be moving into a new location and we will be
able to accommodate up to 200 students, without compro-

Looking back soon after the
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With just enough money
to purchase the property,
we were encouraged by a

Soon teams came to
Balcones de Palin. Pictured is Jim Engs group
from Colorado.
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Christian school will
have on the community
of Balcones. The construction will only take 3
months to complete
once we receive all the
funds. Our board is hard at work using creative ideas to
raise the funds needed to complete this school, but we can
not do this alone. Looking back over the years Balcones
has been visited by over twenty teams varying in size between four to forty. Many people have pored their heart,
sweat, and blood into the work in Balcones. We have
prayed, laughed, buried and cried with those who have
worked to make this dream a reality. Some have left Balcones like Daniel and Doña Amparo to find a life away from
the threats of death. Daniel is now a pastor in another town,
but, whenever I talk with him he always asks how is the project going. Today my wife's parents were driving past Balcones, on their way to the next town when the car behind
them started shooting at the car in front of them. Both cars
involved pulled into the entrance of Balcones one and
speed down the street. I was two cars ahead, and concerned because I left the house late. This is just one of a
hundred experiences that compels us to complete the
Christian school. We have seen people move into Balcones
because everything they had was washed away, only to find
their life had gone from bad to worse. We have almost lost
a generation to the drugs and violence, but there is still

The project started and
stopped many times as
money was made
available

We learned the importance of waiting on
God as he provided the
funds and the workers.

hope. Please pray and consider what part you may have to
bring lasting change to this community through His House
ministry. When you pray, please pray for perseverance, that
Satan’s stronghold over this community will come to an end,
and for guidance on operating a school in such a troubled
area of Guatemala. We are keeping all the donations sent in
for the School in Balcones in a savings account until the
total of 55k is reached. We have included a special response card in your envelope that, I pray you will fill out and
return to us. We Prayerfully look forward to hearing from
you. Please keep your eye on the thermometer as we reach
our goal.

Other ways you can help
Child sponsorship
Our school in San Lucas is growing and so are our needs
please keep posted to our changing web site, information on
sponsoring a child to receive quality Christian education for
only twenty-five dollars a month. Please check the box child
sponsorship on the card included in your envelope. If you
would like to help support our translator team, Please contact Jean Gullicks at jgulicks@hotmail.com. Jean is from
N.D. who is working with us to help the education needs of
our translators, Sara, Amada, and Dalia.

Monthly Support
I was once told by a senior missionary that eighty-five percent of what you do as a missionary has nothing to do with
why you came on the mission field. Our every day expenses
are very boring to talk about but, we need faithful friends
who are willing to cover our monthly expenses that total
around seven hundred dollars.

Prayer support
I am convinced that our lives our only as effective as
our prayer life, above all we need to unite in prayer for
success in everything we do.
1. My upcoming trip to the states ( August 27 through September 14) will be critical. I am needing your prayers as
we try to bring in a container full of school equipment
that has been stalled for three years. The laws changed
right as the container was ready to leave port and has
been in storage since then.
2. Our baby will be born during the first week in October. I
have to admit I am nervous about being a father at fortysix. Please pray for Flors health, the babies health, and
my nerves.
3. I am hoping to speak at a couple of churches on my upcoming trip about teams coming to Guatemala. Please
pray that the Lord will encourage and move on many
hearts to accept his call as I speak.
4. Please pray as we hire new teachers and staff for the
upcoming school year in San Lucas.

