Changing communities one child at a time through Christian education.
Thank you for taking time to
read this newsletter.
This letter is not
what I normally
send out. We are
experiencing violence around us
unlike we have
ever seen before
and need your
prayers and
Smiling students at our school in
monthly support.
San Lucas, Guatemala.
I was recently
mailed and excerpt from an article in The Economist, which stated the following: “violence is escalating once more in Central America…Large areas
of Guatemala—including some of its prisons—are
out of the government’s control; and, despite the
efforts of its president, the government is infiltrated by the mafia. The countries of Central
America’s northern triangle (Guatemala, Honduras, and El Salvador) are now
among the most
violent places on
earth, deadlier
even than most
conventional war
zones. So weak are
their judicial systems that in Guatemala, for exam- Thank you!
Your donations have provided these
ple, only one mur- children a safe healthy learning
environment.
der in 20 is punished….Already the lethal combination of conflict
and lack of opportunity is driving thousands of
Central Americans to brave the threat of kidnap
and extortion to migrate to the United States.
More will follow if conditions worsen.”

Guatemala is in the balance, the clock is ticking for
many families here in Guatemala. Recently a fourth
grader at our school was moved by his mother at
night to another town because his father who
worked for a well known drug cartel discovered his
whereabouts. Five year old Andréa (not her real
name) was taken out of a home, where she had been
the victim of sexual abuse by her father, malnourished, and outward signs of trauma from all she had
experienced.
She came to
our school
through the
help of Oasis
children’s
home, she is in
a safe healing
atmosphere.
Because of recent changes
in adoption
laws, we are
tearfully preparing her papers for transfer; the courts
said she must
go back into
the same family that she
was taken out
(Top) Our pre-school children during
of. According
creativity time. (Below) Our elementary
to a television school children showing some of their
craft items to sell in the town to help
reporter I reraise money for the school.
cently talked
with, unemployment is on the rise. Currently it is over 47% and
aggravates problems of creating uncontrolled youth.
Parents are forced to stay away from home more
hours looking for work, and for those who have a job
they are prime targets to pay extortion to gangs. I

recently had a conversation with one father who
paid an amount that
was the equivalent of
3 months’ salary so
that his family would
not be killed. It later
came out in the news
that the extortion
ring in his area had
been brought down,
good news, no, most
of the accused were
police officers who
were not convicted. I
wish I could publish
the little faces that I
see every day, beautiful smiles that come Homeless children visited our
fundraiser for our school,
into the office at our recent
they were precious reminders of
school. Children five why we are here and why need
your help.
and six years old
with horrific backgrounds of abuse, when we helped a mother convict
the father of sexual abuse against her daughter the
mother was ridiculed by other members of the family because she would not accept cash to keep it
quiet. The mother and daughter later moved. The
daughter through your financial help attended the
University. These are just a few of the many stories
we see in the children’s faces every day. The good
news is that God is making a difference through
your financial help. Last month our sixth grade
teacher passed away because of a blood platelet disease, she was only twenty-four years old, and a
beautiful Christian. All
of our staff went to the
all night funeral which
is a Guatemalan custom. Our teachers were
the only Christians in
the room of around
four-hundred people.
The family gave us
Camino al Cielo children playing time to talk because we
during recess…...it is never long
knew their daughter.
enough
One by one our teachers stood and gave their testimony of working side
by side with their loved one, and one by one each
teacher witnessed with boldness about the saving
grace of their Lord. The following Monday the father
came to our school asking if we would pray for him
and his family. This was an answer to prayer for
Ingrid who before she passed away gave a praise report that her mother was attending church with her.
Wednesday we had a chapel time with our students.

One hundred and forty-nine children, quiet, were listening to the salvation message of Christ. Most all
raised their hands asking for prayer of reconciliation
or new commitment to the Lord, including the two
children that in just a few days would be transferred
out because of family problems or legal battles. We
need your help to continue ministering to these precious children and their families. Guatemalan
churches must wake up, and transition from receiving missionaries into their country, to a country
sending missionaries. Every day we hear in the news
the innocent slaughter of women and children. Who
are the ones involved in these merciless killings, to
the surprise of many they are children wanting recognition from their gangs that serve as a substitute
family, children eight to fourteen years old make up
the majority of assassins. Many, later flee their life
here and go to the United States to escape their past
or become more involved in drug trafficking. I was
parking on a street in a small town not far from our
school, I
scratched my
nose, immediately a person
knocked on my
car window and
asked in perfect
English how
much cocaine I
wanted to buy.
He later told me Some of the smiling faces while waiting in line to wash hands before snack
the tale of his
life, summarized time.
in the few lines
above. We talked for quite a while, I asked him if he
was concerned about police, he showed me their
house they use to sell the drugs from, and told me
how the police are paid off to keep them operating. I
left with a new awareness to the desperate need for
prayer, and urgency for people like you to join us.
Where do you start if corruption is so deep and wide
spread? We are faced with only two choices, make a
difference while the children are young and innocent,
or try to make a difference when they are scarred,
calloused and in our courts or prisons. We prayed,
and opened for the first time in fifteen years our preschool. The children need to be to be taught how to
forgive, accept Gods love, be healed by him and teach
a hurting nation to do the same. Many here are seeing the change God is working through our school.
The school inspector who gave approval for us to
move into our new rented location called me into his
office. I first thought he would tell me of a problem
that needed attention. He began telling me of the
poor education system in the area and how it is a

breeding ground of violence that wages war against
their youth. Many Christian schools have abandoned evangelism within the school. He asked me if
I would consider opening a school like the one we
have in his town. He went on to tell me how impressed he was by our school and as a Christian; he
sees the need for other s like ours. Honored by his
words, I had to tell him that our own school has seen
such a drop in donations that if it continues we are
not going to be able to stay open, let alone plan for
expansion. The small tuition we charge covers
many of the expenses but we continue to need over
$1000.00 per month for our school to operate. This
does not include our personal needs of food, clothing
and rent. Guatemala and its churches have not matured to accept the challenge of caring for their children, yet the need to push ahead has never been
greater. We need you to join us as a church, individually to fight for their innocence. Your gift will be
used to equip the children at our school and their
families with spiritual weapons of, forgiveness, love,
God’s healing power to heal their community. Please
read our prayer request to see how you can help.
Thank you!

Ingrid was 24 years old, a wonderful example to
many students and their families. Over eighthundred people visited her funeral, in a small town,
not far from our school. Her sister led her to the
Lord a few years before she passed away. The two
were first in their family as far back as either could
remember who
became Christians. She was
an encourager,
a helper. If you
met her it was
just a matter of
minutes before
she started talking about the
Lord. She had
been sick many Ingrid (right) holding a mechanical baby
with the director (left). The babies were
years with an
used in a family awareness class for our
illness that
sixth graders last year.
caused uncontrollable bleeding, her body was not producing
enough platelets. What an example to everyone.
While sick, uncontrolled bleeding from her eyes,
nose and gums, lying on a cot for three days in the
hall of the national hospital while waiting for a bed
in a crowded ward, she was encouraging one of our
teachers who was struggling with family problems.
She slipped from this world and into the arms of

our Lord. Classes were canceled at our school to allow the children to go to the funeral. All the teachers
were given time to speak, and did so with boldness
telling those present of Gods great love for them. We
were grateful that the Lord gave her a loving environment in our school to spend her last two years.
The director hired Gloria while I was away last year.
She told me she made a mistake in hiring her because she found out she was not a Christian, but did
not think it correct to let her go. I told her I would
handle it. Walking into her classroom, rehearsing
what to say, knowing I had every right as an employer here in
Guatemala to
keep who I
wanted. I was
interrupted by
the Lord who
told me “He had
chosen her and I
was not to let
her go”. After
stuttering a second or two I told Everyone could not resist holding one of
the babies. This is Gloria our 4th grade
Gloria what a
teacher.
privilege it was
to have her at our school and be a part of our family
of teachers. I walked back into the office and told the
director how “I handled it”. A few weeks ago at our
devotion time before classes, Gloria accepted the
Lord as Savior. A few days later her sister also accepted the Lord and they both attend a church in
Guatemala city. Thank you Lord!

Prayer Requests
•

•
•
•
•

Sponsors who will accept the burden to
pray and support our school with monthly
donations.
10-15 Computers for our computer class.
A permanent location for our school in San
Lucas.
Safety for our school and family, during
this time of violence in Guatemala.
That we will be welcomed by many
churches on our soon upcoming trip to the
States.
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