Changing communities one child at a time through Christian education.
News from San Lucas
The 2009 school year
came to a close. Thirteen
sixth graders graduated
with many festivities that
I will enjoy sharing with
you. First I would like to
thank you for taking the
Yehaaaa…….with a Guatemalan time to send in your conaccent of course. The children had tributions to make the
fun with their Midwest drama.
school year a success. In
the time and place where these children are, it is
difficult to imagine how they would survive without
your prayers and contributions. In my last newsletter I mentioned the difficulties the children face
growing up in Guatemala, and sadly to say the
situation for them is not any better. Crime is still at
an all time high. Many are still paying extortion
money to gangs. The ray of bright hope is our school
for these children. Many accepted the Lord for the
first time this year, and many more including the
teaching staff grew deeper in their relationship with
others and God. Thank you for making this possible.
The children had an event
called culture week that
gave them a break from
their final exams. They put
on plays and songs from
various countries, including
the United States. One
group of children decided
that they would teach the
others, what it was like to be
a cowboy from the Midwest.
I wish you could have been
Our director with corn on
the cob Guatemalan style
here to see and hear their
with mayonnaise and catsup.
attempts at imitating the
ranch hands life and talk. There are some things
that you just can’t adequately put in a newsletter.
For the event they all dressed up in boots, bandan-

Forgiveness, a good
place to start!
What do you do when you spend all of
your savings that could of gone to save
lives, buy instead you purchase a generator and a room to store it in, just to
have it completely destroyed by vandals that were mostly children? You
forgive them. Many had seen the
damage done and most saw the hurt on
my face. There were many in the community that shed tears with me. The
Over 250 gallons per minute Lord reminded me after many days,
is waiting to be pumped to
that it was not my money but His and
Balcones after we have a
he would repay the evil done and give
generator
me courage and energy but most importantly His love to continue on. I remember words by Mary Sharp
as they were leaving Guatemala. She sat us down and had a last talk
with us and said. Many times she had seen and been against difficult times and when she thought that she
could not handle any more she prayed that
the Lord would give her more Love for the
people. Those words have helped me find
victory in the many difficult situations I have
faced here. At first I was not praying for love
but wanted revenge, I thought how dare they,
then my mind raced to come up with a plan
to come down hard on them. I do not know
why the Lord moved on me with such love
but perhaps there are many in the community
Despite years of strug- that are still praying for his mercy and help. I
gling many of the chil- realized I was filled with self and self pity.
dren are facing the
same conditions with- We are moving ahead to build an underground room and a new generator to replace
out water
the one destroyed. We would invite you to
pray and seek God of what part you may have to finally bring water
to this difficult parched land and help be an answer to many who
are praying. We would like to invite you to participate in a work
and witness trip to Balcones de Palin. The project when completed
will provide clean water to approximately three thousand people
that currently are receiving water from an unreliable and contaminated source. The money needed to help these people is much
greater than our current ability, but we are confident that as this
letter is being sent, God is moving on people’s hearts to help.

nas, and cowboy hats, what a site. I had my hat that
my mother had bought me while in Kansas (is there
any other state that sells a better Stetson than Kansas) which also served as a
ten gallon hat for the Lincoln drama. To close the
event we had a chapel service. Many accepted the
Lord and during a special
invitation, many asked forgiveness from their peers
Some of our sixth graders
for things said, and arguthat graduated in 2009.
ments that had led to fighting among some of our students. It was a great time
with the Lord and a wonderful close for the school
year. We were given the privilege to have our
graduation ceremonies in the municipal building
that was just renovated in San Lucas. The location
made it easy for the parents to attend. I couldn’t
help but think that some wandered in off the streets
for the refreshments. While standing on the elevated
well lit stage I thought
back to our first graduation in 1997. The stage
was a sloped dirt gravel
drive in front of the school
that did not have a ceiling,
doors or windows. We
Our sixth grade girls overcame
used flashlights to finish many struggles this year. Thank you
for your prayers.
reading the last of the
names of the students because there was not any
outdoor lighting. I was glad that the Lord has been
with us through all the changes. Keeping with the
tradition of our school we had a graduation formal
supper that evening. I made reservations at a restaurant in Zone 10 of Guatemala City, The restaurant was in the most prestigious mall in Guatemala.
The restaurant manager
gave us a great price, and
had a 30,000 gallon fish
aquarium that was the
highlight of the evening.
Most of the students come
from poor families, some of
Finally I am in a picture! Rosa
the parents are unable to
started going to our school since
read write and have to sign
the 1st grade.
their name with an x. It
was a great blessing for us to see the excitement and
awe on their faces that evening as they laughed and
told us their dreams for their life, a dream that I am
sure they would not of had, if not for the Lord and
our great family of God who made another awesome
year possible. Thank you for making this possible.

Preparing for 2010
Painting, remodelling,
and administration
changes are scheduled for
December and January.
Many schools here in Guatemala we have felt the
financial difficulties that
have shaken the world. In
With smiles and gratitude in their
hearts for two new bathrooms.
2009 we saw a fifty two
percent drop in donations
from the various churches in the U.S. and sixty four
percent of the parents were unable to pay any tuition. For 2010 we are cutting back on staff and making new policy concerning scholarships with a higher
academic requirement to keep financial aid. We
started with a school that was 100% dependent on
the U.S. and realized that was a injustice for the
children that attend our school, because if something
is free it is never valued. Over the years we have
slowly raised tuition and require personal involvement from the parents and community. This has
worked to the point that we are hoping the school
will be self supported for 2010. We are also training
the staff and director to be more creative and assertive in presenting the gospel to the parents and students. We have made personal sacrifices as well to
cut expenses. Two days before leaving for the States
we moved into a house where we will pay almost half
the rent of where we were. Our new location is close
to Flors father and mother who are great at helping
with their grandchildren. We ask you to prayerfully
consider helping the extremely poor with a financial
gift. Your gift will allow them to attend a school that
they are dreaming to attend. They will be given
books, school supplies, computer and English
classes, and hear about the wonderful news of Jesus
Christ. This is the combination that we have seen
Christ use to raise many from a poverty mentality
and break the cycle that Satan has trapped them in.

Trip to the States
I will be in the states from December 4th till January 20th.

I
have been away for the longest time and am very anxious to
visit with our church families across the U.S. If you would
like for me to share with your church or home group please
feel free to call me while I am in the states at 1-918-991-8500
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